SPIRITUAL   WHOLES
not dependent on the world. Appearances come and go; but the
Absolute remains complete and perfect. But whence do the
appearances come, and where do they go? They issue forth from
the Absolute, and into it they enter. So the Absolute produces
the world out of itself, and absorbs it into itself. It is always full,
nothing is added to it by creating the world. Yet the world is
there on it. The relation between the two cannot therefore be
organic. It is, Sankara would say, the relation of superposition.1
The creation of the world by the Absolute is the superposition of
the world by the Absolute upon itself.
It is true that at the level of the Absolute there is no world. To
speak of a relation between the world and the Absolute is, for
that reason, meaningless. But in spite of this fact, the Absolute
is regarded as the ultimate cause, both material and efficient, of
the world. And though the advaitin refuses to call it a parindmi-
kamna, he is not very much opposed to calling it a vivartakarana,
To regard the Absolute as a cause of the world, whatever kind of
cause that may be, is to relate it to the world. For, though our
intellect realizes that it is absurd to ask about the nature of the
relation between the Absolute and the world, it still cannot resist
the temptation to invent and define a relation between the two.
And if we are to think of a relation, we have to think of it as
having that peculiar connotation of one-sided dependence. The
Absolute as the mvartakarana is the cause that superposes the
world upon itself. It is the cause that is completely prior to its
parts, creates them out of itself without itself being affected by
the creation, and in a way can set itself against its own parts.
XXII
SPIRITUAL WHOLES AND  THE RELATION OF
SUPERPOSITION
While the idea of mechanical unity is applicable to matter and
that of organic unity to Hfe, that of a superposing unity is appli-
cable to mind. Mind can create one idea after another out of
itself. It is the unity of all the ideas, feelings, emotions, etc., that
are said to belong to mind; and yet it is a unity that is conscious
of itself, and can set itself against its own parts. It is quite con-
* For a more detailed presentation of this point, see the author's Presidential
Address to the Logic and Metaphysics Section oi the Indian Philosophical
Congress, 1938.
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